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CORONAVIRUS — HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 

242. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Treasurer: 
I refer to the minister’s extraordinary answer to my question without notice 227, asked yesterday, in which he 
seemed to confirm that the McGowan government was previously considering freezing household fees and charges 
in the 2020 budget as an election sweetener, but justified the rebadging of this measure as a COVID-19 economic 
response on the basis that “the McGowan government has immediately frozen household fees and charges”. 
(1) Was the McGowan government considering raising household fees and charges outside of the budget cycle? 

(2) Was any consideration given by the McGowan government to raising household fees and charges between 
December 2019 and the release of the 2020 state budget, currently due in May 2020? 

(3) If no to (2), why is the government claiming credit for implementing “immediately frozen” fees and 
charges if they were not going up anyway? 

(4) If the fees and charges were not frozen immediately, but this measure waited until the budget was handed 
down, would Western Australian consumers pay any more than they do currently? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(4) This government always considers a range of options in relation to fees and charges in any budget process. 
The economic impact of the coronavirus required urgent action from this government. The freeze of the 
entire household basket of fees and charges, as well as the doubling of the energy assistance payment, 
was considered necessary to put more money back into the pockets of households and to support spending 
in our local businesses. It is the first freeze in fees and charges in 16 years. The previous Liberal–National 
government came nowhere near freezing household fees and charges in its eight years in office because 
of its absolute lack of financial responsibility, which would have left no capacity to support our economy 
in times of need. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Tim Clifford, would you like a question? 
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